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were sages, and it was like pouring water
on fire. But your husband was an ordinary
person, so it was like putting paper in fire.
Therefore, he must certainly have
received blessings as great as theirs.

He is probably watching his wife and
children in the heavenly mirrors of the sun
and moon every moment of the day and
night. Since you and your children are
ordinary persons, you cannot see or hear
him; neither can the deaf hear thunder nor
the blind see the sun. But never doubt
that he is protecting you. Moreover, he
may be close at hand.

Just when I was thinking that, if at all
possible, I must somehow come and see
you, you had a robe sent here to me. This
was a totally unexpected circumstance.
Since the Lotus Sutra is the noblest of all
sutras, I may yet gain influence in this life-
time. If so, rest assured that I will look

T
hose who believe in the Lotus Sutra
are as if in winter, but winter always
turns to spring. Never, from ancient
times on, has anyone heard or seen

of winter turning back to autumn. Nor have
we ever heard of a believer in the Lotus
Sutra who turned into an ordinary person.
The sutra reads, “If there are those who
hear the Law, then not a one will fail to
attain Buddhahood.”1

Your husband gave his life for the Lotus
Sutra. His entire livelihood depended on a
small fief, and that was confiscated
because of his faith in the Lotus Sutra.
Surely that equals giving his life for the
Lotus Sutra. The boy Snow Mountains was
able to give his body for half a verse of a
Buddhist teaching, and Bodhisattva
Medicine King was able to burn his arms as
an offering to the Buddha because both
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Members of the Soka Gakkai International practice the Buddhism
founded by Nichiren Daishonin in thirteenth-century Japan. His teachings
are contained in a compilation of his theses and letters, translated into
English as The Writings of Nichiren Daishonin. Studying these teachings is
part of the practice of Buddhism.

The following is the material for December SGI-USA study meetings.
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“Winter Always Turns to Spring”


